NAOSITE: Nagasaki University's Academic Output SITE

Rl KA A SR Y R RY

N NASSITE

Nagasaki university’'s Academic¢ Output SITE
Title 0000000000000000000
Author(s) 0,00
Citation doooooooo.0oboooo. 1981, 21(2), p.103-114
Issue Date 1981-01-31
URL http://hdl.handle.net/10069/15133
Right

This document is downloaded at: 2019-03-26T04:48:47Z

http://naosite.lb.nagasaki-u.ac.jp



B AEAEREE (AP 215 F25 103—114 (981414

sayv e R4 RO [l 22V T
& FE &

John Steinbeck’s ‘“The Snake”

MAasAa0 NAKAMURA

I

Ray B. West, Jr. \c X 3 The Short Story in America (1952) 2. D7
AN AEBNRICHT 2B ERENCLIEERDOVEDTH B, TDRVY
aY e RARA YRy JDERELVBTLCH->T, EFTCOFEHENOD
. BCE > TREBOTHRBRITE T »7co TORTHRIEB, ~I VI U=
AET7+—09—% [BERES/N DO ADEIR] (Two Masters of the
Modern Short Story)D LEHEL., TZAD b-Ed TNALEER. L1
BERDEED BIFICS H518----] (The best of their stories stand
comparison with the finest works of all time, ...)? L BAROBEHALAEZL
TWbo LMo, BIZERBERELTOREA YRy 7EOHICEFEL TH
BTHHIP?LUTREAEFPOOIATH 5,

Steinbeck, who was born in California in 1902, has two similar but
sharply distinct manners in his novels, the pseudopastoral, folksy
manner of Tor.illa Flat and the note of social protest of The Grapes
of Wrath. The formzr manner dominates his short stories, and it has
come recently to bz most characteristic of his novels. In his best short
stories, however, as in Anderson’s, the underlying symbols achieve a
control which, combined with his strongly emphasized themes, proves
more satisfying than the loosely constructed histories of Dreiser and
of Farrell. Such stories as “The Red Pony,” “The Chrysanthemums,”
“The Harness,” and “Johnny Bear,” while nof among the best stories
of the century, represent a serious attempt to celebrate the natural
instincts of man and to suggest agrarian values more satisfying than
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those in most of the regional writing produced during the same peri-
od. While John Steinbeck’s reputation has declined since it reached
its high point with the publication of The Grapes of Wrath in 1939,
it has not suffered the almost complete neglect we see in the careers
of such Midwestern regionalists as Willa Cather and Ruth Suckow; and
it is likely that all of these authors (including Sherwood Anderson)
deserve more serious attention than they are receiving today, if not as
short-story writers of the first rank, at least as authors of a few ex-

tremely interesting and valuable works.® (#ZEKIZZEE. DITHEE)

ZZTR. EFT REA VR 7DOERBEEBLOBREBBRRONT NS,
RZOEBIKBVT, X UTERVEH, B3-FDEXHDTE 220K
ZHEALTHE, 200 EDi3 Tortilla Flat (1935) iICA SN A MKW THRL
HEIPOERTHD. 50 &2, The Grapes of Wrath (1939) it 3
HEWEDOFETH 2, T LT, WOEE/NLZ., MEORRKIEIALTH
5E95, TLTINKLBEBCBNTR., EREEAIRMITE > TREFRM
EINZERINTEY, TARBBEINT—<ERHTDOT, FIAF—7
FUNMDIERLEDE oL ¢ NT B ELT, “The Red Pony”, “The
Chrysanthemums”, “The Harness”, % LT “Johnny Bear” &\ -7 GEED
ZRIEHTTOE, Lz, GO 2T SAERDS B
KRASKEWIELTS, ] EVSELTFENDOTOS, T, TOEIHA
XOERBICAHLNE L ST, [T LI, Z0FEEHEHKS 573 <
NIAERDEEE LT, ABEVBTH>EHEINERER ST ZICMETSE -]
L. ERE LTSRN MO A AR S, €2 Th [TeE L
ODEBEFRLELTTERNELTS, -] EWVWI—XEZEHIALTNS, P
FokSic, Ray B. West, Jr. i3, 224 Vv 7 DEBIEROWL D2h%Ed
SNEBDOEFMUEMNE S, HAEA—ROEBERE L TRED TN &
BbOhd, 2FD, ~NIVIT 249 T 4 —7 F—LEAFORHELTHREN
DEHPASHLTHY, CORICELTIE, BIRFEZILRIILDH DI,

ULipLREDS, BBREA YRy 70T SNIERELTEDBFEED
AC “The Snake” DEMRELTHOEEERRTERITEL, 2T IKHE
DN HBRIEEDTIF S LR (agrarian values) 370VMCLThH, AEDOE
#& (the natural instincts of man) 244 U BB L., HBHZDOLOICHRAITHIS
ZERIERTHO, WhWw3 [H—0%HR| 2HELT. V- ZOHNAE
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BILTHWBEEZONELOTH D, iR [ETRIEBRIZITHREOL
ZRINQTESE . TR I ILT oo d BEETHE P T2
Poe OfRICBS LTS, AL MEFAEREVDITENTEETHA
Do TOBEKT, BRCO—FE T LU LOEBEMNNTEEL
EEZEZBDTH b,

il

The Long Valley (1938) 12 “The Red Pony” %4 T +HD & 513
., “The Snake” (3. FOWHBBIKINH ONTVB, LT, tkic Cannery
Row (1945) @ Doc @ E 5, & 152 Ed Ricketts 23810 C/NEDHCHIE X
NBEDI, TOERICBNTTHD, #iZ7 4 ) v 7 2EL: (Dr Phillips) &
LTEET %, 2T, COEMMBHREBICSZ2BARHROERICIFEDEA
NTHE S,

23, BEBKBOLT, HHEOERICHAVS L FFESCANTEDI OFED
Fofcld, AEOEMEZTIBHEIKER LETAERE GBI, REDHER
ERV-Th, KETVFOR M-V KEREDF, Z0LICKEANTD
BDAEDTT, TOPHLADORIK EOREEL RVEEKEITZTOCTETH
o ETAM—FT, BEREOELD K& MOFREEZOEAM
L. LESKHBT TV ERS EPRTRNEERDOHEOHRIEBAL BT,
ZFOHIEH ZAAFTHESI RSB, TR A P—TDETE, PHADENI LA
R LT, ENEEN->TL 3, HROIPEHMEDOREES L, KED
Yty PTEZO@EEOEHLTBE, ThEME, POEEN 7 ZOMO L
ChHF b, TULTENEZANTVBEHVES, HOBRRF—7voboe b7
ZRTNWE, CO—HOFERISADOE D S ELLITETT 5. THOAF
hic, ZEDOERBRVOFHOH TR, POFREBEBEELATHEDH>ELT
NWEDTHD. BELEHRLORRNET—R4HFICIE, I LIHEESE
X2 BRETHD, BIRETHE 74 v 72T Z0FE0& B
{, BESSHTHLETIC, —BZOBMBED, T, TOERBEZED
DB ZMABHROEMNTH D, Thi3—F T, [ESKE] T
Hb. ELTCZORT, SSLWC—ADKOEEM, ¢O74) v FRELET
DEREI VBT LI E, T UT, WEDLICHE, DL TREAK] 3
HIEBRERICH A INECELIBEDTH S,

XT., 2T A Study Guide to Steinbeck (1974) » 5 “The Snake” CEj
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THEFRERET 2 EROLIKIE S, (B3 ) 28H)

Mg JodhT, T Fe )7y Vid/hSbEn T, v 7 rv—olERNTE
ELTHIWMERERETSE 740 v FTRAELER-TWE, TE, BSEK
EOZRI74 FRAIKE P FOREEFTEIIELTNE EE, —ADEDOHOEH
AT B0 WHRPHFHEE LI EITHEL, TN O5—EOHON I H 5
BEEWN W EVD, Z20RBEOREEIAN., Zhh 5 ZOENELEAEND
ORRICNEH, HOMICRRBREREZ LSOD, 749 v T 2AELTRZD
BUMEZDANS, b, ZORDOHEOBEBY S A FROBIELZE
BLICIKZDRRZ L, HRIHEEEEELTL %, X LEBOEHY. Z
DOHZHEFLLDEREOIEE, 740 v PRRBEEZZLT B, [HIRE -7,
F&LcoBOEdbd T, AREONBELBBEKEAS, A LT &
72.d) ZOIIE. HEDPEZ DI ELTSR-TLBEBHEHELT, 74
y TRARLZDEED TP > T NEL DR EFLD, UL LELXEZELR-
TP ote P
DEoXiic, BEETHE 74 ) v FRAELESBBL I TEEK
X ZFMCHRFTLTHAZZ &R LE D,

I

—ADLH, 74 ) v TRETOMERICA>TET, 77 7CBBEEE
RBEECAEZRINVEND, HEZINEFOERTHINIE, SBEEFELIRE
AW K CORDE>TVWBEECAZ, TC2hobiCR . BorsH
SN NETM? ] (‘Have you a male snake, a male rattlesnake 9’)
GD & oT, HD¥DLIHOWERBAILCLE, ZLTREEFTIL-THSD
M LI ETO R LIt ETH B, BREDHFDODICLIELTH ED
SWDHREBELDE T, CORILS FUHL->TZDEEARIYMET B, L
BEDT AR U Dk, CDE%TH5B, (Dr Phillips began to be
afraid.) (53) ¥ SIC HODRIK BABNIEALE BERTILEXDOHLDED
FVEEICR, BEAVODELRREIIND -,

Dr Phillips was shaken....He felt that it was profoundly wrong to
put a rat into the cage, deeply sinful; and he didn’t know why.
Often he had put rats in the cage when someone or other had wanted
to see it, but this desire tonight sickened him. (53—54)
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74 Yy PAELE. RIKRICE LT, BOBICEE ANS &z BT
%o zhtc~AE b ~ic (profoundly wrong) & THO, D ELTE
B (deeply sinful) ZEDXHICBZ TSP OTHE, bo&d
COMEFIEXEOHERTNEC LTS, TNETRORENLAKRET
CNE@EENIE ZIE. BEEOBICANTCEBH -, LB L. 4K
BtZotfco EHLEDIEB YT, HREEKER LI, 2T TRIICOD
WRRBEAPSRTHZES E LT, BAOAGEEHRI UL S LD 2 DIEH,
PRYESILTCHEOTIC BEANZRICIE S, C ORFERIE He hated
to put in the rat. (54) & %\ i3 For some reason he was sorry for the
rat, and such a feeling had never come to him before. (54) & FHTH~
BNTVE, TNRBEE L L TOROKEDESN, HLXOEREIHEEN
Binoled 6 TH 5o

He was not a sportsman but a biologist. He could kill a thousand
animals for knowledge, but not an insect for pleasure. He’d been over
this in his mind before. (538)

EYRETH 5, B3O Hniis, —Ro#Rs A0 TROESYERT
CEZ>TTEI, L URE (pleasure) Depiciy, —EROBET Aip—
COEETORTCENTERDL>LDTH B, TORAKCK LT, it
EINZFEFTRPRIAEARLEKLNLS, BIKBEERTEZL 2, BRI COLOBRED
FDIC—ROREBHIC LT LE>12DTH B, COME. —FTit, ok b
FAEES>HERBROEARTHELTLIE S, BROBEREENLIHIC, Tc&i—
B Th., BREIPFEBLLUTEBLTLE>LDTH b, TR—EKELD
HOMD, BEEBL, TONIEREANLBIC LR 1D THAIN?

HOBE->THBE, COLBMRFCA->TEIEE, 74 v T RELII
EFFEEST, BREIITFZEEAIE, EHOERICED DD > T,
LREBEDOARE LB ->T, COERICEIBAORIES RIEL o1, ERE
NiBEid, DED2CORRRYav /2 BEXTHRDINENSKRE» BN
T, FROROBIT, HLIZZLOHAEBIHLTAHES, UL, KREL
TRHRERE{BREOTITH 2, BPILLBELOMOI, 2L OHED L T
HIWCUDIEP 27D TH b, 3T, WHEEMI EWHIFZSILEY. &
ZZHiE 5% 5B, (...he saw her body crouch and stiffen.) (55) &L T.
WAL ST TERIGES &, B ZNKIORTHELRBRICD T35,
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ZOHRBERO LI CHEEIN D,

The snake was close now. Its head lifted a few inches from the
sand. The head weaved slowly back and forth, aiming, getting dis-
tance, aiming. Dr Phillips glanced again at the woman. He turned
sick. She was weaving too, not much, just a suggestion. (55—56)

Wi, EHRBILEEEIOLNRITRIC—BEMZ. bEWVER~NBLE,
BIFICHELIZ T o720 &, BEHICS oD &35 ] (The woman relaxed,
relaxed sleepily.) (56) T LT, WIWXERBEANBZRICK L E, BLD
ODOWEHMNE & » B Nndbdh, 00T MARBESERELCAERLN
DT o] (‘I want to see him eat it”) (56) L\ ), ROZEHI., TDdH
CZ2ECDEBEVWREE, 740 v PREBELTREHEZRT 3, COLBO%H
BTWB3ECAHEREOTOVBELRZEASEB-T, BHIESI UTREZ
59DTH 50

HIZL > THERBY LT BT ET, ZDWE—EKILL—BBE0iZ
WZDbDIKR >7cDTH B, CDOLEE—FKILEE, ZLTT7 4 ) v TR
BLZ2FEELT Z0ESEWEHBLEZOR., FT RO EORE Ray B.
West, Jr.' 2805 & ADHE L2 LI ABIOAEE (the natural instincts of man)
KR 5180, BB 06THES, CORDILFEDNIREILERDD
72DICLT, ZOEIKRIKERETE2DTH %,

\Y

COLMELIDEDFEROBKRIZ, MHOICEETHD., EKKRTH -
2o LU, DEDEHICRTL 3¢, COLUBHRDAHILLT, TDHDL
BUKELZITRBIEUL TN T &M, ZOESKIZEMLTHBEC &8
DLPBEDTH b, UTRZDOPER>TH B EILT B,

9. CORDLEBRBIROIOICHEEZI NS,

1) A tall, lean woman stood in the doorway. (49)
2) The tall woman slipped in. (49)
8 ) The tall woman leaned over the table. (49)

1) T, oM [BEXELT] [PETVAE] C&Bbirsd,
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2) B, 2o [BoFHW] ZBBLOMERICAZEEOMETH LM, £
UL TERBEDICA-] EELNTN S,
Pkl 0Fhd BOBHEZOLDEEZEDTERELTVWDEEELI NS,
3) T, O TBOEW] BT ~7T v LI BAC AREETH % D3,
CD Tahlel EVS8E lean (2.1) O "] LV S EROEEST lean
ZEEIET, BTH 5.

RICRAERTH D &,

1) ...; the dusty eyes seemed to look at nothing,... (47)
2) He found that he was avoiding the dark eyes that didn’t seem to

look at anything. (53)
3) Her black eyes were on him, but they did not seem to see him. (5()

1) BEOBT, 2). 8) BCOLDROWMBETH 2, 1). 2) BLIhd
MISRATVEXSIKRBBZIRVIR] TH 3,

3) TR, HLOBMBERKZZENTRVEbOD, [HERTHILIIIZ
Bzrlimpotce | 1B, ZOBRbFH, 1), 2)OEALEAUBBOTH 5,
BRICHHBICIRAERT 5 &, D%EiE flat forehead (49) TH Yy, O
13 flat head (52) &&EBZN 3,

LIEOFICR B X ST, fFHRIEEAB—RKTHELLEARLCHECATY
Bo TDORRICODWTIREEICENHBYThH 5,

LT AT, BERIRENIG T b MBI 5o RIZIEMSEEI > TH
BT BEETH Bo

The snake moved on, keeping always a deep S curve in its neck.
The silence beat on the young man. He felt the blood drifting up

in his body. He said loudly:... (55)

FOT 44Uy PRELO ZE TR, IBEE CDELE, BEEBALTOY
%o WIZOBBICERSIN. ARNOMM HHTELICK LB, £ LTH
B. ThEREFEAHETINDIICKEEDFTCLES, BENEETH
ZRGIC, BEROGDNEI—BAEV. ZIVZAE, CORBEDTH 7,
BPBICLAPEST, LrbZDER D 5] (She said softly,...)
(52) Tho, [BHEIENFE] (In her low monotone she asked:...) (53)
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THb, £LT [Wol D&l FHOMEEEZZEES, [HELOTEKOHED
12 F 38,3 ] (Her head swung slowly around but her two quiet hands did
not move.) (52), WD Z B HFZELESYFTOED LTRLDTH 3,
(The woman was standing beside him. He had not heard her get up
from the chair) (52) PILED XS, T THZDOEHDEMAEL T &1,
ZOFEZEWOBBATBICLICMIT S, 2BEB LT, BEBXZELTH
5o

ETC, CHEBEELT, fEERX 24 v_y 7 OfERBR LoETic>hT—
ELTEERV. 2R COERPTRIEL TROLNIBE~DERTH
Bo 74V v 7 RERR., AHOERAEDL VLML, HERZAMOBICONT
M50, ZOMENDENRIEELFTNRTN S, TORNOTHH B 1D,
ZOMEFOBRY S —BWREBOKO LICBESHIBROLTE 2D, ZLT
—PREHO ECE->TWV B, COBYOEE, L0, Ko LicES B~
WA, COERTR—DOOKRIBEBEERA >TWVE, 2D, TOHHDKR
ThoBYEXALLNE ROBEEVPEHCA T EHRITE>TNE 5 TH
3o

The little waves washed gquietly about the piles under the building.
“4®

The waves washed with little sighs against the piles under the floor.

49
The waves under the building beat with little shocks on the piles.
GD
He had heard onmly the splash of water among the piles and the
scampering of the rats on the wire screen. (52)
Dr Phillips did not know whether the water sighed among the piles
or whether the woman sighed. (55)
The waves had fallen so that only @ wet whisper came up through the
floor. (57)

“The Snake” 3z D F+ 2+ (FIEZER) OLIR—-I M5 58— FTIC
WD oENTWNWS, 2 TLEDBABAOEICGRICGGEAINILR—VERLZ L, C
DIER DK, BELZBEREBOTES~NOERBARTELATH
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BT EBOMPD. TLTENEND, WhIE—AKDRE L > T DIEREERK
L. ZOBMEBERFHTUVOEREEZAYZ LTS, 12, CCTHICEET
NET, ZEAXORFEBSICHOLIR LI L, ZOHIEF. EOEEd. B
LTRA LODEELTTROIENED I ETH B, KiKiZ. ROLEh I
SEMVTH S, TOXIIC, TOERHRICAEICDK 2 TEIAINIEE
~NDERY, EROBFFERZ ECHAPBL—BEXOIEIEIREHT., &
SHRBFAK S DI—RE->TWAC EREBRETS EVHRETNEES
/A

\%

“The Snake” I, Wik d TF, TORIKRITHREOLEEZ 5, C
NETZOEEKRESE, XN7 4 v FRELIL BT HER, K EigED
B, ZUCEFEOBICE AR EOBTHE V- BEAPORFLTE 1, £
LTZ TR, BRiIZ., ZOBKHEICEELT, FER24 vy 7 0BE
FBICOWNWTIHRTH 20,

To the 7ed country and part of the grey country of Oklahoma the
last rains came gently, and they did not cut the scarred earth. @ The
ploughs crossed and recrossed the rivulet marks. The last rains
lifted the corn quickly and scattered weed colonies and grass along
the sides of the roads so that the grey country and the dark red coun-
try began to disappear under a green cover. In the last part of May
the sky grew pale and the clouds that had hung in high puffs for so
long in the spring were dissipated. The sun flared down on the
growing corn day after day until a line of brown spread along the
edge of each green bayonet. The clouds appeared, and went away,
and in a while they did not try any more. The weeds grew darker
green to protect themselves, and they did not spread any more. The
surface of the earth crusted, a thin hard crust, and as the sky became
bale, so the earth became pale, pink in the red country and white in
the grey country.®

chid The Grapes of Wrath (1939) OBHO—HTH 3, —&. T B
KAZDIE, TObThtRiTodic, red(2), grey(3), dark red, green
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(2), pale( 3), brown, durker green, pink, white L BE% Fb3FEH, §
. BBEAVLN TR ENSIEETH L, MhOZROEREEBRLULRTIR
RODOTHEIBI TN EESBOMN, —DOEROBFEHLIC, TDLD
KEBEESZAINIHARZIZLRBBVLOTRHZ IV, B—TEHIKEDS
NEROEHEREBO LMD, PHTEFFSLBOOFB3KBOTT, 2h
IFTEL L > T - AR, ThFhFREktics LTKBRANERD
TN, BRINCEBBEN, BRIBFITROORERELTSH, beh
BAOMICHMPLBENEETTOBECENbh %, Ldrb, ThhESHLT
HBREFIC, COBEOEMMI BRI HENTEL 2FHE2 RELTRENTDH
20 AVT7AN=TTHETE, ZO%, B, U, £, F42, ZOBAFOFELI
KDt b2 EBLELED %, + ) —F RickETh, 2ofhaEBoh
TELKRZA YRy I, HIGTHRSTD I bIKHNBEBEREEFICOTT
WoELTHRADREBHEEIINTH A D, The Grapes of Wrath \C 13
ZEEE. COLVTEHALA /Ny JOBERECOVTORERINOEESCE
5L LT, €CTiz. “The Snake” B BABBEICHONTEZITHI,
ZDIERIZ, ROESITHEE 5o

It was almost dark when young Dr Phillips swung his sack to his
shoulder and left the tide pool. (47)

FEREOHD AN 74 0=TODRKEDOTTRIEL., H-0NE DT EA LR
IS > 1B R & C DPFEA D TN D. Z LT, BEKRIOEMNERLEH
O¥ERITEETHO OGNS EBRMADFEIL. a small black painted box (48) &
U the black box(48) E ELN T B, S LI, BKDEAER B E. —ADLK
OHBIX > TITAOERMSERICK -2 &, BLEIEOELOEELFLE
LHFT, & FFEROKOBAKE LATTDTH %, (The young man lifted
a trapdoor at his feet and dropped the starfish down into the black water.)
(B Plhicd~fc ke, TOERB. WHORBBRKEBE > TRICK3, 0%
DEVERAICEDZINTVRCENbh b, LCANRR, Coics
EE5T, TORBDORBARBRATN S, OILELEBDLNEZCOLSE
BEITIDEDOTH 3,

She was dressed in a severe dark suit—her straight black hair, grow-
ing low on a flat forehead, was mussed as though the wind had been
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blowing it. Her black eyes glittered in the strong light. (49)

ZOMELELRSIE, TOFT->TSCRMULEDR, 2LT, BHLTH, #HL
KR EZF I EEXFFTFTENLZORVBRFICHRIIE 5,

Her eyes were bright but the rest of her was almost in a state of
suspended animation. He thought: ‘Low metabolic rate, almost as low
as a frog’s, from the looks.” (5()

W OBEBELEAEFEHAELELTLE>THAOEITHBHIC, HxDR
FRENTWE, FLTREZA YNy 213, Loz DEVREHE
TEDTH B,

Her black eyes were on him, but they did not seem to see him.
He realized why—the irises were as dark as the pupils, there was no
colour line between the two. (50)

Her dark eyes seemed veiled with dust. (51)

Her head raised and her dark dusty eyes moved about the room and
then came back to him. (51)

He found that he was avoiding the dark eyes that didn’t seem to look
at anything. (53)

She had moved over in front of the new cage; her black eyes were on
the stony head of the snake again. (54)

ik, The Grapes of Wrath OBIRICR OGNk SR H DS HIEBEE
OEBIZEV, T LAMIC, & & Tt dark (or black) ICEH LT, TDED
b0 evil REAEBRAL. COMEROEIEKIE LD MANCHBICHFILLS &
LTWBDTIRH BT

“The Snake” 2 —2D BETREREAITINIT, Thid TX¥hbis dark (or
black) TH 3, # LT, T dark (or black) #3 white (a white rat) *%&
ATFTEEIL, COYEIRE, REOLIC BWLE S DI, dark (or black)
KREEIND BRKRESTH 2, TOE®RTINE., BEHZ —ELL->TW
%,
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i

© F#+ & bMid John Steinbeck, The Long Vally (London: Heinemann, 1970)
2R Uico 1 - THIRAXDHROFERNICEAINIKFER, T TZDTF+ A
FOR—=IEIRLTWV A,

1) Ray B. West, Jr., The Short Story in America (New York: Gateway Edi-
tions, Inc,, 1952), P.82. 7i¥. RIEODOIHPRIKIELD - KBHLR 72 ) 1 OE
Bl GERtD 22RB U7

2) Loc, cit,

3) Ibid, P.43.

1) BREB=E M= FH7 - BF—AEER] P.199. (WF5eH)

5) Tetsumaro Hayashi, ed. A Study Guide to Steinbeck (New Jersey: The

Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1974), PP. 74—T75.
In “The Snake” the fictional Ed Ricketts is Dr. Phillips who oper-
ates a commercial laboratory on Cannery Row in Monterey. Just as
he begins developing starfish embryos for microscope slides, a tall
woman enters. She waits until he is free and then asks to buy a
male rattlesnake, The woman pays for the snake and then asks to
see it fed. Although obviously repulsed, Dr. Phillips complies,
then sickens as he sees the woman’s movements duplicate those of
the rattler. Phillips turns away just as the snake opens its mouth
and unhinges its jaws. “He thought, ‘If she’s opening her mouth,
11 be sick. I'll be afraid’.” The woman asks Phillips to keep the
snake, promising that she will be back to feed it soon, but she never
returns.

6) John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (London : Heinemann, 1962), P.1.

(BR55410A31 )



