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㻌 On the passing away of Dr. Hideo Tsuchiyama
Susumu Shirabe (Special Aid to the President of Nagasaki University )

D

r. Hideo Tsuchiyama passed away on September 2. This sudden and sad news was all
the more shocking as I had recently felt that
he might be able to soon return home after a
long period in hospital.

The first time that I met Dr. Tsuchiyama was when I
was studying overseas at the National Institutes of
Health of the USA, and he treated myself and a few
other overseas students from Nagasaki University to
dinner while he was on an overseas trip as the President
of the university. I will never forget his cheerful expression as he chatted with us about the future of Nagasaki
University and the fascination of conducting researches.
Dr. Tsuchiyama was a leading presence in the movement to abolish nuclear weapons; from the point of
view of RECNA he was our founding father, a man who
shone a torch on the path that we should follow. He was
also a member of the preparatory committee that organized RECNA’s establishment, and as a matter of
course he subsequently participated in our operations as
an advisor.
RECNA has nurtured the concept of a Northeast Asia
Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone and set up a panel in order
to achieve this goal. It has also fostered numerous
young people and sent them to NPT Review Process.

Dr. Tsuchiyama speaking at the inaugurang symposium of RECNA

The international situation concerning denuclearization
has suddenly started to move with the adoption by the
United Nations of Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons, and we now face a critical moment in time.

I would like us all to move forwards while cherishing
these words of Dr. Tsuchiyama in our hearts: “Carefully
approach our efforts with intellect and sensitivity as if
they were the twin wheels of a vehicle.”

(April 18, 2012, Ryojun Conference Hall, Photo by RECNA)

Treaty on the Prohibion of Nuclear Weapons adopted by a majority
Keiko Nakamura (Associate Professor, RECNA)

O

n July 7, 2017, the United Nations conference in New York to negotiate a legally binding instrument to prohibit nuclear weapons
adopted an international treaty that demands
the complete outlawing of all such weapons1. The results were 122 nations in favor, one against (the Netherlands) and one abstention (Singapore).
The conference had two sessions, from March 27 to 31
and June 15 to July 7, in line with the December 23,
2016 resolution A/71/258 of the UN General Assembly,
with the participation of around 130 nations. The nine

nuclear possessing states and the nations reliant on the
“nuclear umbrella” (with the exception of the Netherlands, a NATO member) boycotted the meeting. On
March 27, Nobushige Takamizawa, Japanese ambassador to the Conference on Disarmament, took the rostrum at the United Nations and took the unprecedented
step of declaring that Japan would take no further part,
saying “Regrettably, given the present circumstances,
we must say that it would be difficult for Japan to participate in this conference in a constructive manner and
in good faith.”

ᵰᵣᵡᵬᵟᴾᵬᶃᶕᶑᶊᶃᶒᶒᶃᶐᴾ ᵴᶍᶊᵌᵔᴾᵬᶍᵌᵐᴾᴾ ᵱᶃᶎᶒᶃᶋᶀᶃᶐᴾ ᵐᵎᵏᵕᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾ
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The adopted Treaty prohibits nations from developing,
testing, producing, manufacturing, acquiring, possessing
or stockpiling nuclear weapons or other explosive devices , the transfer of such weapons or devices, their use or
threat to use them, or allowing them to be stationed, installed or deployed on their territory. In particular, the
prohibition of the use or threat to use these weapons
greatly damages the policy of relying upon them pursued
by governments under the nuclear umbrella. The Treaty
also stipulates aid and environmental restoration for the
victims of the use or testing of nuclear weapons and the
places they inhabit.
As demonstrated by the way that the hibakusha of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and those exposed to nuclear tests
all over the world are specified in the preamble of the
Treaty, the Treaty is built on the bedrock of an international recognition of the inhumanity and risks related to
nuclear weapons, and draws a roadmap from the prohibition of nuclear weapons to their outright abolition. The
aim for the time being of the advocate nations of the
Treaty including Austria, Mexico, Ireland, South Africa
and Brazil, and the civil society who back them, is to
establish an international norms opposed to the possession and use of nuclear weapons. In other words, they
wish to encourage moves to see nuclear weapons
“stigmatized,” attempt to enliven the stagnating reality of
present nuclear disarmament by nullifying the justification of these weapons as a deterrence policy, and trying
to push ahead and make progress.
On the other hand, the nations “reliant” on nuclear weapons have turned their back on this trend and are becoming increasingly recalcitrant. The United States, the United Kingdom and France have all clearly stated that they
have no intention of signing and ratifying the treaty now
or in the future. It should be noted that these three nations reiterated the necessity of nuclear weapons while

mentioning the nuclear umbrella policy and asserting in
a joint press statement that: “Accession to the ban treaty
is incompatible with the policy of nuclear deterrence,
which has been essential to keeping the peace in Europe
and North Asia for over 70 years . ”
The United States has always claimed the need to provide its allies with the nuclear umbrella as the basis of its
argument to secure the justification of its own possession
of nuclear weapons. This forms the basis of President
Barack Obama’s Prague speech, too. This fact means, in
other words, that if the nations reliant on the nuclear umbrella start to change the direction of their policies, it
will be possible to demolish one of the main points of the
argument in favor of justifying the possession of nuclear
weapons.
The current circumstances surrounding the nuclear situation in North Korea provide ample evidence that nuclear
deterrence in Asia has not resulted in the “maintenance
of peace,” and we have now reached the time in which
the Japanese government must calmly examine the merits and demerits of the nuclear deterrence policy. The
Treaty will be opened for signature from September 20,
and will be considered effective upon the ratification of
the 50th nation. The direction followed by those nations
under the nuclear umbrella, including Japan, is becoming
a more and more vital issue.
http://www.undocs.org/en/a/conf.229/2017/L.3/Rev.1
https://usun.state.gov/remarks/7892
1
In response to the adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons RECNA has prepared a policy paper concerning its historic significance and the future issues to be faced, entitled The Significance of and
Issues concerning the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. The
entire document can be viewed at the following web pages of our website:
http://www.recna.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/recna/topics/16841

2nd Meeng of the Panel on Peace and Security of Northeast Asia held in Ulaanbaatar
Tatsujiro Suzuki (Director, RECNA)

T

he 2nd meeting of PSNA (Panel on Peace and
Security of Northeast Asia) took place in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on June 24 and 25,
2017. The meeting was co-hosted by RECNA
and Blue Banner, a local NGO, with the cooperation of
the Northeast Asia Group of the Asia Pacific Leadership
Network for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament (APLN). One of the reasons that the meeting was
held in Mongolia this time was that it would have enabled the participation of North Korea. However, despite
an invitation being sent to the North Korean government, in the end they unfortunately did not participate.
The meeting consisted of four sessions in which there
were lively exchanges of opinion on the topics of: the
nuclear policy of the new Trump administration; the
future of negotiations on the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons; issues regarding realization of the
Northeast Asia Nuclear-Weapons-Free Zone (NEANWFZ) Treaty; and the issues on ivilian nuclear program in Northeast Asian nations.
During the meeting a press conference was held at
ᵐᴾ

Parcipants in front of the Connental Hotel, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
June 25, 2017, Photo by RECNA)

which a joint declaration was made by the four joint
chairs of the event, Professor Morton H. Halperin, Professor Michael Hamel-Green, Professor Chung-in Moon

ᵰᵣᵡᵬᵟᴾᵬᶃᶕᶑᶊᶃᶒᶒᶃᶐᴾ ᵴᶍᶊᵌᵔᴾᵬᶍᵌᵐᴾᴾ ᵱᶃᶎᶒᶃᶋᶀᶃᶐᴾ ᵐᵎᵏᵕᴾ
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and Visiting Professor Hiromichi Umebayashi. The joint
declaration made the following four proposals: 1) the
related nations should avoid any action that could be
misperceived and lead to war, and either the Six Party
Talks convened by China or bilateral talks must be restarted as a matter of urgency; 2) the discussions of the
related nations should not simply be confined to the
North Korean nuclear and missile programs but should
be extended to cover a wider agenda of a peace and security issues in Northeast Asia, for example, a treaty to
conclude the Korean War, establishment of the NEANWFZ, and the establishment of a forum for all the nations in the region to discuss security; 3) the “restarting
of dialog” between senior government officials is welcomed, and must take place immediately, and 4) there is
a need for further examination of the effect upon the

region, its security and all aspects of the introduction of
defense missile systems such as THAADS. The full Japanese text of the statement can be viewed on these web
pages:
http://www.recna.nagasaki-u.ac.jp/recna/
psnaactivities/16578
It was proposed that the 3rd Meeting should be held in
either Russia or Seoul, and this will be examined while
eagerly hoping for the realization of participation by the
North Korean government. The publication of papers
resulting from the meeting, and papers analyzing the gist
of the meeting in Nagasaki University’s new English
language journal, the Journal for Peace and Nuclear Disarmament, will be encouraged, and it was decided that
the RECNA website will be improved and its ability to
communicate enhanced.

2017 Nagasaki Peace Declaraon: Make Nagasaki the last place to suﬀer an atomic
bombing
Satoshi Hirose (Vice Director, RECNA)

T

his year’s Nagasaki Peace Declaration began
with a powerful call towards achieving the goal
of “a world free of nuclear weapons,” following the adoption of the text of the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. It showed just how
eagerly the atomic bombing site of Nagasaki had been
waiting for this treaty. Now the long-hoped for prohibition of nuclear weapons has finally been put forward in
the concrete form of an international treaty, the sense of
joy is something that almost verges on the indescribable.
However, as mentioned in the Declaration, this is not the
end of the matter; the fact remains that specific goals
have yet to be set and the road towards them is a long
and thorny one. Above all, the Japanese government
itself is rejecting the Treaty. First of all we have to respond to sharp comments from abroad that before appealing to the world for the abolition of nuclear weapons
we should perhaps persuade our own government. In
order to do so, we need to thoroughly reexamine the
stance that the Japanese government has repeatedly emphasized of “balancing humanitarian considerations with
national security,” and prove that this balance is now
overwhelmingly leaning in the direction of abolishing
nuclear weapons. From this perspective, it must be said
that the text of this year’s declaration encourages us, the
staff of RECNA that we bear an ever-greater responsibility.

Furthermore, this year’s Declaration used language
clearer than in previous years with regard to the serious
issue of handing down to subsequent generations all the
experiences of those who suffered from the atomic
bombing. We have very recently lost Sumiteru Taniguchi, the chairman of the Nagasaki Council of A-Bomb
Sufferers, and RECNA advisor Dr. Hideo Tsuchiyama,
who were both hibakusha and who had continued to play
leading roles in the movement towards the abolition of
nuclear weapon. The number of people who can actually
speak from firsthand experience about the inhumanity of
nuclear weapons is dwindling in Hiroshima and in Nagasaki. Obviously a variety of efforts are being made to
hand down the experiences of hibakusha to younger generations, but the fact that there are fewer people who can
recount the horrors of nuclear weapons today is a critical
state of affairs.
Looking at the problem of North Korea’s development
of nuclear material and missiles I can only feel a sense
of suspicion that the recent catchword of “nuclear deterrence through security” is being used in a very facile
manner. Do the words “nuclear deterrence,” a security
based on the terror inherent in nuclear weapons, really
assure the security of the public? This year’s Nagasaki
Peace Declaration presents the necessity of seriously
questioning this notion again, sparked by the adoption of
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

Tatsujiro Suzuki (Director, RECNA)

Peace Declaraon and Mayors for Peace Nagasaki Appeal

O

n August 9, 2017, the day that marked the
72nd year since the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, the Mayor of Nagasaki City once again
read out the Peace Declaration at the Peace
memorial Ceremony (http://nagasakipeace.jp/english/
appeal/archives.html ). This year the majority of the declaration concerned the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, which was adopted by the United Na-

tions in July. Nagasaki Mayor Tomihisa Taue started by
praising the years of tireless effort made by the hibakusha, describing the Treaty as “a moment when all the
efforts of the hibakusha over the years finally took
shape.” He also expressed his gratitude for civil society
and the non-nuclear nations, saying: “I would also like
to express our profoundest gratitude to all of the nations
that promote this treaty, the United Nations, NGOs and
ᵰᵣᵡᵬᵟᴾᵬᶃᶕᶑᶊᶃᶒᶒᶃᶐᴾ ᵴᶍᶊᵌᵔᴾᵬᶍᵌᵐᴾᴾ ᵱᶃᶎᶒᶃᶋᶀᶃᶐᴾ ᵐᵎᵏᵕᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾ
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others who have acted with such vigorous determination
and courage.” On the other hand, the Mayor appealed to
the nations that have declared that they will not participate in the Treaty and those nations under the nuclear
umbrella to review their nuclear policies, particularly
the Japanese government, for whom he had some harsh
words of criticism: “its stance of not even participating
in the diplomatic negotiations for the Nuclear Prohibition Treaty is quite incomprehensible to those of us living in the cities that suffered the atomic bombing.”
The message delivered by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
contained no reference to the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons at all, indeed he could be seen as
actually criticizing the treaty when he said: “in order to
truly realize “a world free of nuclear weapons,” it is essential for both nuclear weapon states and non-nuclear
weapon states to participate. Japan, firmly upholding the
“Three Non-Nuclear Principles,” is determined to take
the lead within the international community by urging
both kinds of states to participate .”
When Koichi Kawano, chairman of the Hibakusha Liaison Council of the Nagasaki Prefectural Peace Movement Center, who has listened with a sense of disappointment to the Prime Minister’s speech, came face -toface with Mr. Abe at an event after the ceremony he
asked him point-blank: “What country’s prime minister

are you? Are you going to abandon us?” (Tokyo
Shimbun, August 10, 2017: http://www.tokyo-np.co.jp/
article/politics/list/201708/CK2017081002000130.html
(Japanese only))
The 9th General Conference of Mayors for Peace was
also held from August 7 (Monday) to August 10
(Thursday), 2017. A total of 186 people from 150 cities,
16 people from the governments of 11 nations, and 17
people from nine NGOs and other organizations participated in the general conference. On August 10 the Nagasaki Appeal (http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/
statement/appeal/pdf/9th_nagasaki_appeal_en.pdf) and
the Special Resolution Requesting the Early Bringing
into Effect of the Treaty Prohibiting Nuclear Weapons
(http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/report/meeting/
data/9th_meeting/Nagasaki_special_resolution_E.pdf.)
were both announced.
In addition to the earliest participation in the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, The Nagasaki Appeal also urged in the strongest terms that all governments should “make efforts to address global issues that
deprive human beings of dignity and “make efforts to
create a culture of peace and offer opportunities to more
people to learn, be aware of, and realize the harsh reality
of atomic bombings and wars.”

Reaction to the 6th nuclear test conducted by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea

O

n September 3 North Korea conducted its
sixth nuclear test. In reaction to this the
Mayor of Nagasaki City and the Nagasaki
City Assembly sent a co-signed letter of protest to Kim Jong-un, Chairman of the Worker’s Party of
Korea (http://nagasakipeace.jp/japanese/abolish/protest/
kogi_list/77.html).
The letter of protest described how “there is great anger
brewing in Nagasaki,” and stated that: “On behalf of the
city of Nagasaki, we protest against the DPRK’s nuclear
test in the strongest possible terms.”
Five other hibakusha organizations also sent letters of
protest to Kim Jong-un on September 4th. The letters of

protest expressed their strong sense of distaste with the
words “We protest with a heartfelt anger.” (Sankei
Shimbun, September 4, 2017 (Japanese only):http://
www.sankei.com/west/news/170904/wst1709040059n1.html.) Moreover, on September 5 hibakusha and citizens of Nagasaki City staged a sit-in protest in front of
the Peace Memorial Statue in Nagasaki peace Park
(Matsuyama-machi). Around 60 people took part, unveiling banners with messages such as “We protest
against North Korea’s nuclear tests” and “Make reality
of nuclear weapons abolition and total arms reductions.” (Jiji Press, September 5, 2017 (Japanese only):
https://www.jiji.com/jc/article?k=2017090400826&g=soc)

Nagasaki University announces launch of English language academic journal

O

n September 4 Nagasaki University announced the launch of an English language
academic journal focusing on the topic of nuclear arms reductions. Nagasaki University
President Shigeru Katamine emphasized the significance
of the publication, saying: “I want it to be known just
how terrible the effects of nuclear weapons use are
through the presentation of scientific proof.” The publication has been named Journal for Peace and Nuclear

Disarmament, and the first edition is schedule to be released in February 2018. Fumihiko Yoshida, ViceDirector of RECNA, who will serve as the Journal’s
chief editor, told at press conference: “The Journal will
communicate viewpoints and ways of thinking that are
different from those of the nuclear states and the United
States and Europe.” (Jiji Press, September 5 (Japanese only):
https://www.jiji.com/jc/article?k=2017090400826&g=soc 㸧
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Vol. 6 No. 3 December 2017ᴾ
㻌 Open Symposium How to Confront the Nuclear Threat: Denuclearizaon and
Security in North-East Asia

Tatsujiro Suzuki (Director, RECNA)

o

n November 23, 2017, the University
of Tokyo's Policy Alternatives Research Institute (PARI) and RECNA
jointly held a public symposium at the
University of Tokyo under the above title. In this
RECNA-led symposium, researchers from the University of Tokyo, Hiroshima City University, Hitotsubashi University and elsewhere built on the
fruits of a Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research program, "Analysis of Promoting and Inhibiting Factors
toward the Realization of Denuclearization and Security in North-East Asia" (FY2015-17), and discussed
next steps in response to the nuclear threat and security of North-East Asia.
In the first part, RECNA's professors Suzuki and Hirose, on behalf the research team, presented the program's findings focused topically on the role of nonnuclear weapon states (but under a nuclear umbrella),
"Track 2" (trust-generating measures by nongovernment organizations), and verification of nuclear disarmament. They announced that these findings
will be published in March 2018 as RECNA series
publication No.3, "How to Confront the Nuclear
Threat: Denuclearization and Security in North-East
Asia" (tentatively titled; editorial supervision by
Kiichi Fujiwara and written and edited by Satoshi
Hirose and Tatsujiro Suzuki).
In the second part, PARI director Kiichi Fujiwara, a
project member and the editorial supervisor of the
above publication, and Masakatsu Ota, RECNA visiting professor and Kyodo News editorial writer,
joined a panel discussion presided by RECNA vice
director Fumihiko Yoshida. The panel discussion
opened with the role of nuclear weapons in the cur-

Dr. Suzuki speaking at the public symposium of RECNA
(November 23, 2017, Tokyo University, Photo by RECNA)

rent security policy. "While the role of nuclear weapons has diminished, they are still relied upon in order
to preserve the policy paths," Professor Fujiwara
said. Professor Ota stated that systematic research
and analysis about nuclear deterrence are needed. It
then moved on to discuss Japan's security. Prof Fujiwara commented that while deterrence is needed, this
would preferably be achieved through conventional
weapons rather than nuclear weapons. On response to
North Korea, Prof Fujiwara emphasized that the current diplomacy underway is not intimidation but coercion (bringing powerful sanctions and military
pressure to bear on an adversary to change its policy),
adding, “intimidation based on nuclear weapons will
fail.” Prof Ota stressed the importance of "Track 2"
from RECNA research findings.
In the Q&A session including two RECNA professors, the audience raised many questions, about the
verification of nuclear disarmament, Japan’s nonnuclear defense policy and missile defense, and a
very lively exchange ensued. We also thank the PARI
for jointly hosting the symposium.
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Internaonal Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN):
My Insights as an Intern Jo Takeda, (4nd year Nagasaki University, Fourth Nagasaki Youth Delegaon)㻌


F

rom late June through August 2017, I
worked as an intern at the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons
(ICAN). ICAN, as the name suggests, is an
international non-government organization working
energetically to abolish nuclear weapons. Much credited for the United Nations adoption this July of the
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, it won
the Nobel Peace Prize.
I travelled to venues where the Treaty was negotiated,
which gave me an opportunity to see ICAN in international conferences. I also saw ICAN up close in its
day-to-day work, outside of international conferences.
There I felt the importance of continuity.
ICAN is allowed to speak at these international conferences about nuclear weapons and, as an organization, has a lot of influence over them. I was always
interested in learning how ICAN operates and why it
has stature to speak at international conferences. What
ICAN members were doing was to talk over tea with
government delegates outside the conference hall.
They approached individual delagates from different
nations one by one, going over the terms of the Treaty
so as to obtain their signatures in support of the ICAN
positions. I had imagined something far more sophisticated but their actios were not. Initially I felt let down
but, working as an intern, I came to understand that
ICAN members, through their seemingly mundane
efforts, were bonding personally with government
stakeholders, gaining information unavailable through
mere conference attendance, and exploring coopera-

ICAN staﬀ vising the Austrian parliament and a/racng support
from the assemblyman to the Treaty on the Prohibion of Nuclear
Weapons   ( Photo by author on the le4)

tion. Even when a conference had ended, it was business as usual for ICAN to follow up, by email and
phone, with those countries that voted for the Treaty
to make sure they were going to be signatories.
Much of what ICAN does is simple, straightforward
networking. While such efforts may appear low profile, for the first decade since its foundation ICAN just
kept at it, which led to such great accomplishments as
the adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons or the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize.
My two months at ICAN made me fully appreciate the
old dictum, continuity is strength. I continue to expect
a lot from ICAN’s low-profile campaign for a world
without nuclear weapons.

Nagasaki Youth Delegaon: Members of the Sixth Nagasaki Youth Delegaon are
Chosen

T

he organized by PCU-Nagasaki Conference is now in its sixth year and the eight
following members of the Sixth Delegation have been selected. These delegates
are set to attend the second Preparatory Committee
for the 2020 NPT Review Conference in Geneva in
April-May 2018. They will be conducting a number
of activities around that time to send out messages
from Nagasaki for the abolishment of nuclear weapons.

ᵐᴾ

Mitsuki Kudo, Third Year, Faculty of Global and Media Studies, Siebold University Siebold Campus
I was a member of the Forth Delegation. With renewed desires for actions toward the abolishment of
nuclear weapons, I am coming aboard the Sixth Delegation. I want to acquire a wide variety of ideas and,
through offsite lectures and other activities, share a lot
with all of you.
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Tamaki Sakai, Second Year, Faculty of Humanities,
Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University

Rena Harada, Second Year, School of Global Humanities and Social Sciences, Nagasaki University

I am continuing from the Fifth Delegation to the
Sixth. So I want to turn my thoughts from the Fifth
Delegation and related activities into concrete actions
and be able to communicate my opinions to more people, more of my peers.

I came to Nagasaki for college. In this city, you have
many opportunities to think about the nuclear problem
or peace education and over time my desires to contribute to the abolishment of nuclear weapons and
learn about international affairs grew gradually.

Son Mingyue, First Year, Graduate School of Global
Communication, University of Nagasaki

So I applied to become a Nagasaki Youth Delegation
member. Through Youth activities, I want to learn the
importance of civic movements and policies of different governments and enrich my insights about nuclear
issues.

My name is Sun, a student from China. I am currently
enrolled at University of Nagasaki’s Graduate School
of Global Communication. As a Nagasaki Youth
member, I want to study and experience many things
and explore my abilities.

Atsumi Fukui, Second Year, School of Global Humanities and Social Sciences, Nagasaki University
As part of the Fifth Nagasaki Youth Delegation, I participated last May in the first Preparatory Committee
for the 2020 NPT Review Conference in Vienna.
Now, as a member of the sixth delegation, I will draw
from my experience and knowledge from last year
and do more this year as an agent of peace!

Taiki Nakashima, Second Year, School of Global Humanities and Social Sciences, Nagasaki University
My name is Taiki Nakashima, a second year student
in Nagasaki University’s School of Global Humanities and Social Sciences. I want to utilize this opportunity to build foundation for a better future 10 or 100
years later.

Taiki Miura, Fourth Year, Faculty of Environmental
Science, Nagasaki University
I grew up in Nagasaki and learned from peace education and my grandparents about the cruelty of war and
the terror of nuclear weapons. Through this activity, I
will acquire new knowledge but I also want to think
about my role at various junctures and how I may
contribute.

Saki Nagae, Second Year, School of Global Humanities and Social Sciences, Nagasaki University
The world peace can never be an easy goal. But even
in a world like ours, I want to try and do my part as a
youth member and work toward that day in future
when everyone around the globe can feel like they
have been happy.

Tatsujiro Suzuki (Director, RECNA)

T

his year the Japanese government once
again submitted to the UN General Assembly its Draft Resolution on Nuclear Disarmament, which was duly adopted. This
marks the 24th consecutive year that Japan has submitted such a draft resolution. The draft resolution gained
overwhelming support, including even the nuclear
state of the US and UK, with 156 nations in favor, 4
against and 24 abstentions. Compared to last year’s
result (167 in favor, 4 against and 16 abstentions),

while those nations against the motion remained unchanged those in favor declined, their votes switching
the abstainers. Looking back at the votes over the past
decade, out of the ten votes the support of 170 or
more nations was obtained on six occasions, and the
number did not once fall behind the 160-vote mark.
Neither did the number of abstainers exceed 20 nations. Little surprise then that the Nagasaki Shimbun
carried the headline “Support for nuclear abolition
proposal drops” in the October 28, 2017 edition.
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Citing the reasons for this decline the Nagasaki
Shimbun quoted from the interpretation made by the
Kyodo Press Agency that the failure of the Japanese
government’s resolution to mention the U.N. Treaty
on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons passed in July, and the watering down of the wording of the text
related to the inhumanity of nuclear weapons had created an impression that Japan’s stance on nuclear disarmament has receded (Nagasaki Shimbun, October
28 edition). In fact, nations such as Austria, New Zealand, Costa Rica and Nigeria, that supported the resolution last year an also signed the U.N. Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, decided to abstain㻌.

The Japanese government has long proudly insisted
that it should act as a “conduit” that bridges the nuclear and non-nuclear nations. However, this year’s draft
resolution was considerably watered down compared
to last year’s. In particular, the removal of the word
“any” from the text that last year read “the catastrophic humanitarian consequences of any use of
nuclear weapons” hints that, although the use of nuclear weapons still raises humanitarian concerns, it
could be open to the interpretation that exceptional
use of nuclear weapons could be tolerated on humanitarian grounds. It was thus that RECNA director
Tatsujiro Suzuki fiercely criticized the government in
the October 20 edition of the Nagasaki Shimbun, saying: “It would hardly be surprising if the right of the
Japanese government to talk about the abolition of
nuclear weapons is called into question.”

ment of the nuclear states in a realistic and practical
manner.” However, this year’s Japanese draft resolution contains no new concrete suggestions towards
the disarmament or abolition of nuclear weapons, and
it would be extremely difficult to describe it as offering an alternative approach to the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons that the government is
opposed to. Indeed, it is perfectly natural that nations
calling for the same abolition of nuclear weapons
have turned against Japan, which feebly calls for a
“realistic approach” without even trying to show a
persuasive alternative course of action, and is utterly
uncooperative in the pursuit of nuclear disarmament
on the grounds of a difficult security environment and
its perceived need for nuclear deterrence. Meanwhile,
fierce criticism of the Japanese government is being
voiced in the atomic bombing site of Nagasaki.

However, there is still a large number of nations that
support both the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons and the Japanese government’s draft resolution. While Japan still maintains the trust of these nations, if it is unable to put forward specific proposals
for nuclear disarmament instead of listing all the issues in East Asia and emphasizing how they currently
make nuclear disarmament impossible, Japan will
inevitably be told that is no longer a nation in apposition to act as a “conduit” between the nuclear and non
-nuclear states.

Speaking of the decision to award the 2017 Nobel
Peace Prize to the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), Japan’s Foreign Minister,
Taro Kono, issued a statement saying that: “The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons that ICAN
has supported is a different approach from that of the
Japanese government, but we share the same goal of
nuclear abolition. We will rebuild a relationship of
trust between the nuclear and non-nuclear states and
non-nuclear states in different security environments,
and resolutely stick to the task of gaining the involveᵴᶍᶊᶓᶋᶃᴾᵔᵊᴾᵬᶍᵌᴾᵑᴾᴾᵢᶃᶁᶃᶋᶀᶃᶐᵊᴾᵐᵎᵏᵕᴾ
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Vol. 6 No. 4 March 2018ᴾ
Ms. Beatrice Fihn, Execuve Director of the Internaonal Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN) Visits Nagasaki㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌 㻌

Tatsujiro Suzuki (Director, RECNA)

M

s. Beatrice Fihn, Executive Director
of ICAN visited Nagasaki at the
invitation of RECNA, from January
12 (Friday) to 14 (Sunday), 2018.
This visit of Ms. Fihn’s was arranged upon the instructions of Susumu Shirabe, Special Aide to the
President of Nagasaki University, to invite Ms. Fihn
to visit the university as soon as possible after
ICAN’s receipt of the Nobel Peace Prize, in order
that exchanges could be held between Ms. Fihn and
hibakusha, citizens, and the youth of Nagasaki.
Thanks to a kind assistance of Mr. Akira Kawasaki, a
member of ICAN’s International Steering Group (and
also Executive Committee Member of Peace Boat),
Ms. Fihn’s visit was swiftly realized. It was the first
time for Ms. Fihn to visit an atomic-bombed city and
she carried out her tight schedule in an energetic
manner.
On the first day of her visit, January12, Ms. Fihn attended the opening ceremony of the exhibition “2017
Nobel Peace Prize Award Commemorative Exhibition: The Peace That We Create— the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons is the International
Norm.” After the ceremony, she exchanged views
over dinner with Dr. Shigeru Kohno, President of
Nagasaki University, and other faculty members of
the university and RECNA.
On the second day of her visit, January 13, Ms. Fihn
laid flowers in the morning at the hypocenter. Following that, she visited the Nagasaki Atomic Bomb
Museum. It seems to have been a good opportunity
for Ms. Fihn to be reminded of the reality of an atomic bombing. She later commented to journalists that
the visit had left a deep impression on her. After that

Ms. Beatrice Finn, Execuve Director of ICAN and Mr. Akira Kawasaki, Member of ICAN's Internaonal Steering Commi/ee,
dedicang a wreath at the Ground Zero
(13 January 2018, Photo by Nagasaki City)

Ms. Fihn took part in the main event, the special Nagasaki citizens seminar titled “The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons—Where do we go from
here? A Message from Nagasaki.” The seminar was
hosted by RECNA with the joint sponsorship of PCU
-Nagasaki Council and the Organizing Committee of
the Nagasaki Global Citizens’ Assembly for Elimination of Nuclear Weapons. Before an audience of over
300 people, Ms. Fihn delivered a keynote speech and
took part in a panel discussion held with Mr. Akira
Kawasaki, Dr. Masao Tomonaga, Chairman of the
Organizing Committee of the Nagasaki Global Citizens Assembly for Elimination of Nuclear Weapons
(and also Visiting Professor at RECNA), and Mr.
Nobuharu Imanishi, the Director of the Arms Control
and Disarmament Division, Disarmament, NonProliferation and Science Department, the Ministry of
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Foreign Affairs. At the reception party held in the
evening, Ms. Fihn was able to deepen exchanges with
local citizens groups as well as members of the prefectural and city assemblies, and the youth of Nagasaki.

(Thursday). In Hiroshima the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation, and in Tokyo the Peace Boat and the
Japan NGO Network for Nuclear Weapons Abolition
acted as the host organizations and kindly worked to
arrange her schedule and set up meetings. I would like
to express my sincere thanks to those concerned for
their cooperation.

On the third day of her visit, January 14, together with
Mr. Kawasaki, Ms. Fihn took part in a youth symposium titled “Talk Session with Ms. Beatrice Fihn: Abolishing Nuclear Weapons and the Role of Youth” with
about 50 local university and high school students,
mostly young people including the members of the
Nagasaki Youth Delegation. Ms. Fihn gave an impressive speech at the youth symposium (see article by
Ms. Hanako Mitsuoka on page 3). Later, Ms. Fihn and
Mr. Kawasaki had a frank exchange of opinions over
lunch with RECNA faculty members and we discussed future collaborative activities between ICAN
and the RECNA. After that Ms. Fihn continued on to
Hiroshima and Tokyo, energetically fulfilling her demanding schedule before leaving Japan on January 18

As can be seen from the above, Ms. Fihn’s visit to
Japan and to Nagasaki was even more fruitful and left
an even greater impression than had been anticipated.
In conclusion I should like to quote some words from
Ms. Fihn that made the strongest impression on me.

“The prime minister is not the boss. You, the citizens,
are the boss. The government (the prime minister) has
an obligation to listen to and respond to the voices of
the citizens, so let’s raise our voices together so that
we can be heard.”

Nuclear Deterrence and Cizens
Satoshi Hirose (Vice-Director, RECNA)



T

hrough her visit to the Nagasaki Atomic
Bomb Museum and other sites Ms. Beatrice Fihn, Executive Director of ICAN,
made her first visit to an atomic-bombed

city, an experience that appeared to make her even
more aware of the inhumanity of nuclear weapons
and further strengthen her resolve towards abolishing
nuclear weapons. Ms. Fihn participated in the Special
Nagasaki Citizens Seminar titled “How to best use
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons—A
Message from Nagasaki” which was held at the
phasized that Japan, the only country to have experi-

Ms. Beatrice Finn, Execuve Director of ICAN, speaking at the
Nagasaki Cizens Seminar (13 January 2018, Nagasaki Atomic
Bomb Museum, Photo by RECNA) 

enced atomic bombing during wartime, should exer-

edgement of their contributions. In today’s democrat-

cise strong leadership in efforts to bring about the

ic society the earnest wish and indeed insistence by

abolition of nuclear weapons. Ms. Fihn also said that

citizens, including hibakusha, on the abolition of nu-

in the end it was appeals by hibakusha which moved

clear weapons is what moves countries and makes the

people’s hearts and led to the adoption of the Treaty

abolition of these weapons a possibility, she said.

Atomic Bomb Museum on January 13. There she em-

on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. She claimed
that therefore the hibakusha should be thought of as
joint recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize, in acknowlᵐᴾ

However, Ms. Fihn unsurprisingly cast doubt upon
the Japanese government which seems to have taken
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a definite opposing stance to the Treaty on the Prohi-

seek to abolish nuclear weapons, and on the other side

bition of Nuclear Weapons. Especially during the pan-

the stance of the Japanese government that supports

el discussion, not only Ms. Fihn but also panelists Mr.

security policies that depend on the power of nuclear

Akira Kawasaki, a member of ICAN’s International

deterrence. In addition, the difficulty of trying to dis-

Steering Group, and Dr. Masao Tomonaga, Visiting

suade countries such as Japan and the United States

Professor at RECNA, together with citizens who were

from relying on nuclear deterrence also stood out

part of the audience, criticized the Japanese govern-

clearly. In order to convince the Japanese government

ment’s stance and voiced their doubts one after anoth-

and encourage it to participate in the Treaty on the

er. Under the Japan-US security arrangements, and in

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, the argument of nu-

light of the harsh reality of North Korea’s develop-

clear deterrence which forms the base of the Japanese

ment of nuclear weapons and China’s military expan-

government’s assertion needs to be fundamentally

sion, the Japanese government has repeatedly stated

reviewed. In the debriefing with the RECNA faculty

that it has no intention of making any changes to its

after the seminar, Ms. Fihn mentioned that there was a

existing stance, i.e., any policies that would be incom-

certain limit as to how much support could be gath-

patible with the United States “nuclear umbrella” are

ered for the treaty through campaigns. She pointed

not possible. During negotiations for the Treaty on the

out the importance of trying to convince those coun-

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, Japan declined to

tries opposing the treaty to change their stance

participate for these same reasons and also voted

through theoretical discussions from a technical per-

against the adoption of the treaty in the United Na-

spective. Then, from that standpoint, Ms. Fihn

tions.

acknowledged how collaboration between citizens’
activities seeking to abolish nuclear weapons and re-

Through the seminar, it became clear how big a gap
exists between on one side the countries seeking to
abolish nuclear weapons and their inhumanity, the

voices of citizens that are growing louder in the inter-

searchers whose field of expertise is nuclear disarmament, is essential in bringing about the abolition of
nuclear weapons.

national community as represented by ICAN, which

“I want to be the kind of person who connues to have hope” From the Talk Session
with Ms. Beatrice Fihn
Hanako Mitsuoka (4th Year, Faculty of Educaon Nagasaki University / Fi4h Nagasaki Youth Delegaon)

I

want to be the kind of person who continues to
have hope for the future, just like Ms. Fihn.

This is what I felt the strongest during the talk
session held recently with Ms. Beatrice Fihn,
Executive Director of ICAN.
I currently hold the post of representative of the Team
Peace Caravan, a voluntary student organization. Last
October my fellow students and I set up this organization
and we offer classes in peace education where we go and
visit schools in various locations. We carry out our activities with our team of fourteen members who are each
highly individualistic. The predecessor activities of our
Team Peace Caravan are those activities begun by the

Ms.Beatrice Finn, Execuve Director of ICAN and Mr. Akira
Kawasaki, Member of ICAN's Internaonal Steering Commi/ee, exchanging views with local students
(14January 2018, Ryojun Conference Hall , Photo by Nagasaki City)
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Fourth Nagasaki Youth Delegation members, and this
year marks the third year since initiation. As of 20 February, 2018, we have provided talks and classes for a
total of 3,540 students at 34 locations. I intend to be involved in these activities in the future too and ultimately
want to make this a place where many students can gain
lots of experiences. I hope to offer lots of people the
chance to think about peace and nuclear weapons.
I first became involved in peace activities last year,
when I was in my third year at university and I became a
member of the Fifth Nagasaki Youth Delegation. My
start came fairly late but what really drew me to this
field was the opportunity to visit New York in March
2017 to participate in the First Sessions of the United
Nations Conference to Negotiate the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.
What I experienced then firsthand, was the reality of
how people went beyond any boundaries of nationality
or status to unite for the same goal of banning nuclear
weapons and becoming a force to change the world.
When I saw with my own eyes how various people from
NGOs and citizens organizations gave powerful speeches, not only did they seem totally dependable but also I
felt it was my mission to convey their passionate and
strong ideas to the next generation.
During the talk session with Ms. Fihn, Executive Director of ICAN, who made such a great contribution to the
successful adoption of the treaty, I was greatly encouraged. All of the members of ICAN, including Ms. Fihn,
are still fairly young. Although I myself believe that I
understand the role of young people as well as their importance, even though I have decided to continue the
Team Peace Caravan activities I also feel the reality that
not many young people will feel able to follow peace
work as an option for their future. When we express our
ideas we are criticized and told that we will not be able
to make a living through peace. When I told Ms. Fihn
about how frustrated I felt, she totally empathized with
me. Then she said that the secret weapons of young people are hope, energy to remain positive about anything,
and social media that connects the entire world. So I
thought that I would try to connect with other people
around the world who share the same vision as me and
try to do whatever it is that I can accomplish as a person.

Ms.Beatrice Finn, Execuve Director of ICAN and Mr. Akira
Kawasaki, Member of ICAN's Internaonal Steering Commi/ee, exchanging views with local students
(14 January, 2018, Ryojun Conference Hall, Photo by RECNA)

sometimes told that the prohibition and abolition of nuclear weapons is merely an ideal. However, there are
many other adults who have gone before me and I feel
encouraged by seeing how hard they have worked.
There are people with passionate and strong ideas like
Ms. Fihn and the hibakusha who have continued, one
after another, keeping up the fight for peace. Soon will
come the day when there will be no more hibakusha or
people alive who actually survived that war. I keep on
thinking about what it is that we as the younger generation can do. However, I will not be young forever. That
is why I would like to be the kind of person who continues to have hope, in this moment now and in the future
too.

The path that I am trying to take is not stable and neither
can I continue on it simply with good intentions. I am

ᵒᴾ
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The Reacon in Atomic-bombed Cies to the Trump Administraon Nuclear Posture
Satoshi Hirose (Vice-Director, RECNA)
Review 

T

he United States Department of Defense
released the Trump administration Nuclear
Posture Review (NPR) in February 2018.
In line with the concerns shared by many
people, the content was in direct contrast with that of
the Obama administration NPR which had been based
on reducing the role of nuclear weapons. Instead the
Trump administration seeks to strengthen America’s
nuclear strategies. In particular, the administration
agrees with the use of nuclear weapons against conventional weapons and its proposal to pursue development
of small-sized nuclear weapons for that purpose came
as a shock to many people.
Harsh criticism of the Trump administration NPR was
also voiced in Nagasaki, after it was released. Nagasaki
City Mayor Tomihisa Taue said that the review runs
counter to efforts by the international community and
atomic-bombed cities to abolish nuclear weapons, such
as adoption of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (Nagasaki Shimbun, February 4, 2018 edition). Likewise, Hiroshima City Mayor Kazumi Matsui
also commented that the NPR is contrary to moves in
the international community and that he urges President
Trump to visit the atomic-bombed cities and to aim for
a world free of nuclear weapons (Nagasaki Shimbun,
February 4 edition). Toyoichi Ihara, President of the
Society of Hibakusha Certificate Holders of Nagasaki
Prefecture, said he thought that the NPR seemed to be
discouraging efforts to abolish nuclear weapons and
that it was contrary to the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons as well as opposing the organization
which received the Nobel Peace Prize for advocating to
abolish nuclear weapons (Nishi Nihon Shimbun, February 4 edition). These comments represent the candid
opinions of many of the citizens of Nagasaki.
With regard to the Trump administration NPR, even
though the US Department of Defense is pitching it as
“strengthening deterrence,” Tatsujiro Suzuki, Director
of the Research Center for Nuclear Weapons Abolition,
Nagasaki University (RECNA), says it has increased

the risk of using nuclear weapons and expanded that
role, and that China and Russia may end up following
the United States down the path to expanded nuclear
armament (Nagasaki Shimbun, February 4 edition).
Severe criticism continued with remarks from Dr.
Masakatsu Ota, senior editorial writer at Kyodo News
and Visiting Professor at RECNA, who said that China
and Russia may both react to this movement by the
Trump administration resulting in a risk that the nuclear
arms race could flare up again, while North Korea will
probably attempt to justify its possession of nuclear
arms even more (Nagasaki Shimbun, February 7 edition). The possibility of using nuclear weapons in the
escalation of regional conflicts with conventional weapons was mentioned by Vladimir Putin, President of the
Russian Federation, with regard to the conflict in
Ukraine in 2015. This provoked a strong reaction from
Japan and the international community at large. However, the Trump administration’s NPR means that the
United States is following along the same lines as Russia and may use nuclear weapons in the future. The logic behind the United States showing the possible use of
nuclear weapons in attacks aimed at regional conflicts
or limited nuclear war is that it will strengthen deterrence. However, the new development of small-sized
nuclear weapons for dealing with such a situation
means that the United States is advancing preparations
to deal with limited nuclear war and the possibility has
arisen again of limited nuclear war on a regional level
that will not impact upon the mainland, the type of war
which Europe was fearful of during the Cold War era.
To be honest, it is extremely difficult to understand how
this results in reducing the risk of using nuclear weapons.
The Trump administration NPR has been favorably received by the Japanese government which has shown a
supportive stance to the United States. Mayor Taue
urged Japan, as the only country which experienced
atomic bombing during the war, not to follow in the
footsteps of the United States (Nagasaki Shimbun, February 4 edition). Dr. Masao Tomonaga, Honorary Diᵰᵣᵡᵬᵟᴾᵬᶃᶕᶑᶊᶃᶒᶒᶃᶐᴾ ᵴᶍᶊᵌᵔᴾᵬᶍᵌᵒᴾᴾ ᵫᵿᶐᶁᶆᴾ ᵐᵎᵏᵖᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾᴾ
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rector of the Japanese Red Cross Nagasaki Genbaku
Hospital and Visiting Professor at RECNA, remarked
that he was appalled more than angry, and that if
things continue like this, the relations between countries that possess nuclear weapons and those that do
not, will not get closer (Nishi Nippon Shimbun, February 4 edition). He also expressed concerns that as
the Japanese government showed such swift support
for this NPR, Japan’s position as a mediator between
countries that possess nuclear weapons and those that
do not will be damaged.

The former Obama administration touted “A World
Free of Nuclear Weapons” and even if it was not quite
satisfactory, that administration showed a positive
attitude towards advancing nuclear disarmament.
However, directly after Trump’s inauguration there
was talk in Nagasaki of worries that nuclear disarmament would undergo a setback in light of the Trump
administration’s frequent statements which attached a
great deal of importance to military power. Unfortunately, the content of this NPR has shown those worries have become a reality.

ᵴᶍᶊᶓᶋᶃᴾᵔᵊᴾᵬᶍᵌᴾᵒᴾᴾᵫᵿᶐᶁᶆᵊᴾᵐᵎᵏᵖᴾ
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